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2 But ; 7 nd — red fot Todd. + it, as to 3 
. give no juſt Qfence: And if any ſha | miſlike the +1] 
calling to mind, even in the tender manner, Wil - 
the Miſcarriages of former Times, le him n- 
| bo are to blame; whether thoſe who defend Wl ' 
the C onſlitution ; or thoſe who by their violent al 
|_| MEE US, awe auen or . 
"Ir as once in my. T houghts to Z 
W all the. Incapacitating . Laws; ; 45 well thoſe rela- 
ting to Papiſts, as. cheſe relating to Diſſenters of 
all ſorts; and to have ſhewn the common Rea. 
an in which; they are founded: But I declined Wl 
this part, 97 the „e, that I might not giue 
6 Pretence to the lovers of Scandal te raiſe. a 
Clandur, 486 if an odious Compariſen was intend- Will 
ed, between Papiſts, and Proteflant Diſſenters. . . Wl 
4 1 do, not pretend to hope, that all the Care T! | 
bave taken, or can take, will ftop the Mouths of Wl 
the Enemies of our Conſtitution; * Thavelaid Wl 
in for my ſelf this Comfort, under all the Re. 
roaches. I am to expect, that 1: have not de- 
ſerved them; and after this Point ſecured, 1 
 bope 1 may, without being charged, with. Pr ide Wl 
and Manes have. 8 to e bat 1. ſhall Wl 
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complaints, and bitter Inſinuations againſt the: 
(gy; that whoever ſhall attempt to reply to. 


A nd jet very tedious. Employment. The World. 
I ail ſoon be tired of , a. Controverſy, that riſes to: 
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too when be bad uo juſt Ground or Prefence 
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* „ en aim in the Report. 45 be „ e 
Vi, fa Reflettions as theſe paſi for Charity, i 
becauſe they are introduced with Surpriſe, Aſto- 
niſhment, and en Let my 1 ever. 
vant ſuch t Gharifye, pages: ee 

It ts wwith . the fame re of goo dne]! F. 

his Lordſhip profeſſes, © hor: he cannot by any 

neans / perſuade himſelf to call in {queſtion / 
what" they (he Committee) ſo ſerioully profeſs, 
p. 302. Aud as ſoon at he bas made this appea- 
ace for ime wolf be Saen on 10 gius dil the 
Reaſons be can t. nk of, 1.1 may ſay all be could 
nent; (for „me are Falſe 4 in fact) why no. 
bdy elſe ſhould believe them. How compaſſio- 
ute 4 part is this! Jo profeſi thut you * 
Man, and tben to labour to ſhew his falſe- 
neſs- 70 all the World." I wiſh "his 3 
wuld ſeriouſiy confider. this part of his Condu#t, 
6s it becomes Him to 403 3 and not think it ſuſft- 
cent," becauſe it ſerves preſent purpoſes, 10 nale 
ny an appearance of Charity .. 
_ There will be other opportunities of arias. - 
i matter, and I hope: by other Hand; I am 
„ ite prepared for it my ſe If, Fiat * we. 
_  /2d to be prevented. 

I have nothing more to add, but fo acquaint 
the Reader that where the Biſhop? s Words are 
agg without naming any particular Book of 
is, his Anſwer fo the 3 is always 
ended. Fa | 
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Pylon, Religion is « Teſt; I # is compliance Wl 
with the Language introduced by his Lordfoip. Th: Wi 
Revver 3 „ p. 7, Or. my Notion Ain y; „5 
vin. Th External Act is, properly ſpeaking, i 
the * cf; . 5 Religion ig . Foundation r 
Ground of the Teſt: which is the ca with reſpef 
10 Oathi and the Sacramental 7 both * are 
really * on Yhe roo of Man. = 
At p. 88, 89, where gg be Biſhop 
1 „ that the uſe / Oaths 8 y found: WR 
on the political Principles of 'Rea/on; I \bave bren Wl 
_ Fold, that I argue as — ** ta the Afertion , 
= NA the — berefore _— that at 


| ; p. 88, 108 * e the u/e 
pH 70 the political Reaſons, upon Wi 
they are often Yequired, and do endeavour to 
Som that an Act does wot * to be a Religious Wl = 
£0, bremſe it is well founded in political! tons, WR | | 
and the common Good of Men. = 4: 
1 have made in this ſecond Edition ſome 4 4 1 
trations; which not being intended to alter the Sent 
but to expreſ5 it more. cler | * not be particu- i 
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Ab che Queſtion relating w he 5 
Teſt been argued upon Political 
Reaſons only, I ſhould not have 
| been a party to the diſpute; but 
ben concern for Religion was brought in, 
aud ſecular views were carried on, under the 
ppearance of zeal to prevent abuſes in the 
"mn worſhip of Chriſtians; and when — 
ihop of 2 had call'd upon me in 
— to ſpeak to this point; which he p- 
ved I could not do conſiſtently with renaoun- | 
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1 al pretences to Ll ea 806 . 3 4 
I might without offence endeavour: to juſtif5ff 
che Legiſlatute, againſt. the heavy charge of 
= turning aſide a ſacred itiſtitution 5 wa, coil 
Y 9 from its original and natural deſign, to M 
N purpoſe - againſt its 'own nature; and" contra: 
7 1-80 fo the end propoſed by. the Ordainer himſelf +. 
Cou'd this charge be made good; no Chri. 
1 | fan would want any other reaſon to be give 
= for the repeal of the Teſt Act. The Lay 
IM which introduces an abuſe of Religion; which 
perverts a ſacred Inſtitution of the Goſpel, can 

be no ſecurity to the Church and” therefur Wi 

the friends of the Church po to de h 
foremoſt, in ſuch circumſtances to part with 

it. Whether this be the aſe or no, tis par 

of the deſign of theſe papers to examine, 
To carry the Reader dir irectly to the poini 
in diſpute, I muſt tell him; it had been of 
ſerved as a conſequence of the Biſhop's dor 

trine, that 10 religious quali Wannen (uff 4 

any longer (be) inſiſted on v. 2 

The Biſhop in his Anſwer, Pag. 4 5 4,1 ing; 

order to load another aſſertion, gives this a 

a very bad character of it. That it is wwor 

| thy of him who contends 2s zfſedly for making 
El Religion a Civil Teſt 42 ing * moſt ſa 
bl ; cred thing in the world, ; int a e 700 * 
| : on an Apts of State. Fox 2 Z 
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10 by ey thing in aha: cells ion 
3 "8 oh reaſoning” mix d with it; tis evident 
t the Biſhop's argument depends upon 2516 
3 #174 chat Religion ought "er 70 be ma made” a 


gin the Teff in ev er N ere an Orb in re- 
"lk RE "7 


firr'd "Play to the. ä Teft +. 


N reaſon, I cannot imagine; for I ll 
vt ſuppoſe him to think, that there is no 


in but the Sacrament may be debaſed into @ 
I /nitica! Tool, and an Engine of State. 


rt of the Controverſy to the Biſhop's laſt 
xrformance. © I ſhall conſider what he has 
banced before I take leave; in the mean 
ile, that the world may know, upon what 


ie a little higher, and to ſtate the fact of 
Tc caſe, about which we differ. 

The Laws relating to this ſubje& have not 
tern diſtinctly conſidered by the Writers in 
u Controverſy about the Teſt. They ſeem 
eugue merely upon popular mie and 
o (as it ſerves their e ſometimes 
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His Lordſhip * now wii} 2 Aber be | 
kid agatnft making Religion a Civil "Yom re- 
Religion but the Sacrament, or that any Reli- 


This Account: brings down the ſtate of this 


I dect we diſpute, tis neceſſary to take our 


a; ſufficient proof of any man's being ſd af 
Provifon been made, could. never or have ber FE 


Society of Chriſtians, 1 bei 


hard, almoſt impoſſi ble for che Ferſons cor 4 ' 
to conſider. what particular Act of Churc 


to the eſtabliſh'd Church. 
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neceſſary to 3 . Aeuld 8 —— a 


ected; withot out this the reſolution n Would har 2 


put in execution. „ 230 2008 $000k * 
- Viſible ö v ah any Church E 

proof tha 
man can give to man of his being a well 
wiſher to the Conſtitution of ſuch Church E 
Society. But then once or twice going rf 
Church, will not amount to ſuch proof, i 
being well known that many Who diſlike th 
——.— of our Church, can permit dem . 
ſelves to be preſent now and then at part or a 
all of the common ſervice. And in all lp . 
of this nature, tis impoſſible to ſettle th 
preciſe number of particular Acts which con 
ſtitute or denote the habit: in this caſe thete 
fore the Legiſlature could. not ſay. how oſteſi 
going to Church made a Churchman; or hal 
they named a great number of ſuch Ace, 
the Teſt required; it muſt have been ve 


cern d to give a legal proof. 
The only thing then that remainnd © 


Communion would be the moſt probable evil 
dence that a man was ſincerely well affecteſ 
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per naturally offer d it ſelf; tis that part 


e cligious worſhip which the generalicy of 
= Cciſtians perform with che greateſt deyotion, 


. 8; a diſtinction v 


ad to which they think themſelves moſt ob- 
bed to approach with ſincerity and upright- 
i of heart. To this it may be added, that 

as intended to be made be- 


ben thoſe who approved, and thoſe Who 


1 not approve the Ecbleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 


= theſe Kingdoms; ſo it was well known 


le ame awful reverence for 


nt che latter had as ſtrong prejudices againſt 
be age of the Church in the celebration of 
be Sacrament, / as againſt any other uſage of 
WT whatever, and yet were Nh 1 do have 

| e Infticution it 


lk: ſo chat it was reaſonably! preſumed that 


k | Is Diſſenter, of any ſort, would eaſily be 


n to ſuch an act of inſincerity, as receiving 
be Sacrament in a manner condemned by 


inſelf. 


ed, That whoever had 


It was then ena 


I | Office civil or military, or was to be 
layor, Sc. in a Corporation Town; ſhould - 
anke ſufficient proof of his having received 


WJ Vithin a certain time preſcribed, the Sacra- 


N | nent of the Lord's Supper, according to the 
bes tbe Church of England, as it is limi- 


nd 13 Car. II. according to the Uſage of the 
durch of England, as tis expreſs'd 25 Car. II. 
1. It muſt here be obſerved, that barely re- 
cving the Sacrament (as the Biſhop and ſome 
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is is p m 4 ys Fed. Y ew of the 
bea dur te put à matter of ſuch conſequence 
. che preſent” debate, our of doubt, 1 muſt 
2 de Reader to the 15 I. Cap. 4. 
* The firſt Act, 1 think (chou I pretend not 
s have carefully Examined this particular) 
WT tor brought in 4 Sacramental Jef. 

W The" feaſdn for it is fer forth in cheſe 

WY rods. —— And where divers perſons, po- 

= piſhly affected; do nevertheleſs the better 

=" io cover arid hide their falſe Hearts, and 
wick che more fafery to attend the oppor- | 
unity to execute rheir miſchievous de- 

1 ; gn, repalr ſometimes to Chüfch, to eſ- 

ape the penalty of the Laws in chat be- 

half provided For the better diſcove- 

u of fach pebfons, &c. Be ir enacted 

ber every Popiſh Recufant . who ſhall 

conform and repair to the Church, 
call once in every year at leaſt — receive 
che Sacrament,” 

Here tis evident chat Tecelbing the Sacra- 
WJ bent, is required only as a Teſt of Con for- 
ni; for this Act does not require any thing 
ore in Popiſſi Recuſants than Conforinity ; ; 
dich was the very thing by which before 

ey became qualified for. he advantages of 

2008-24 Subjects. This Act therefore intro- 

bees no new qual fication, / but requires a 

langer Proof, or Teſt of the old one. 
C 2 The 
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| * ac. J. 1 * 2. 0 Foraſmuch a 25 natura 
908 of ſtrangers, and teſtoring to . 
— * perſons attainted, have been. erer repute 
matters of mere grace and favour, ' whicl 
e are not fit to be beſtowed upon ah ode 
r than ſuch as are of the Religion. on w eſta * 
A pbliſhed in this Realm. F 
Here you ſee the qe for ach. ow f 
vour is, That the perſon to have the gran E 
ſhall be of the Religion eſtabliſhed : | 
<« Be it therefore enacted”, ſays - the Sta B 
tute, © That no perſon "that: be natura 
„ lized Or reſtored in blood — - unleſs h 3 
te has received the Sacrament witkii 
one month before any Bill exhibited fo 
that purpoſe. i. e. Be it enacted that he ſhall 
receive the Sacrament—— in order to proy 
his being of che eſtabliſh'd Religion. 
Upon the whole tis very plain, that the | 
. receiving the Sacrament was never eſteemed 
a qualification in our Law, but a proof ani 
Teſt of that qualification, (vis. Conformity 
to the Church eſtabliſhed) which the Law ii 
many caſes requires. Thus che caſe ſtandſſ 
upon the faot of theſe Laws. 
And if the Reader will now turn His eye 
to the Biſhop's ſtrong declaration againſt thq 
| Teſt, he will find him arguing, (as is viva 
with him) againſt ſomething which: no Law 
either ſuppoſes or requires. I now repeat ii 
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cs only as Chrift ordained: And I deſire 
i Lordſhip to ſhew that. any of the Acts 
WY ccotion'd,: forbid it to be received in remem- 
BS nc of Cbriſt's death, or require it to be re- 
SE cived with any contrary purpoſe of heart 
n like manner that worthy Perſon Mr. Sykes, 

o may be ſuppoſed to know his Lord- 755 
ir's meaning, tells us wherein the abuſe of 
e Sacrament introduced by theſe Laws does 
unfit. We are, he ſays, to remember we 
yy”: made Fuſtices, or Captains, or have ci- 
enployments or preferments beſtowed on us. 

r is this but  perverting the moſt ſacred 
t, and moſt ſolemn duty of Chriſtianity, to 
3 * it a tool to Politicians, &c.? Third Let. 
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U | muſt leave this worthy Perſon to juſtify 
W's open attack upon the honour of the Le- 
flature, by which they are expreſly declared 
be guilty of perverting the moſt ſacred part 
"mot ſolemn duty 7 Cbriſtianity; ſince he 
ill hardly accept of any excuſe that comes 
m me in his behalf: Tho' if he would 
mit me to do him a good office, I could 
Z very 


| King's „ 
. 1 have heard mych and job complaint öf 
Holy Saerament, without dere nay ſors. 
| ſatisfy the ah, es on theſe Neue; 
now was the Legiſlature - {v open ly arraigned, Wl 
and charged with Hubi guilt and by po- 
criſy by d Law. I preſtime his Lordſhip and ff 
his Friend may in the courſe of their live 
Have received the Sacramen in order to give . 
that Teſt which theſe Laws require: : T defre 
would tell the world, Whether when E 
they ſo feceived, they did it in remembrance 
ts that ſome Proferment was' beſtowe E 5 
them, and without remembrance of the — * 
of Chrift, of no: If they ſhall anſwer for 
themſelves that they received with no other 
ſentiments than what ought to attend upon 
the celebration of this inſtitution of Chriſt, 
and are confiſtent with it, why then are the 
Laws accuſed as perverting the end an us * 
of the Inſtitution, ſince the Law and the end 
of the Inſtirution may, and ought to be, com- 
plied with at the ſame time? But if they did 
really receive with thoſe worldly views, Which 
they charge the Laws with introducing'; 1 
heartily lamenr their caſe, and wiſh they may 
never be called on to en to _ ets 1 
n is on ae e ; 
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ee it e cn b Ba to 6 rved, that e 
eiving ib Sacrament according tothe age 7 Þ 
ot urch g of England, is not appointed to bi 
® inde of any thing, büt What it alway 
ought (whether required hy Laty or no) to b 
a Teſt of: Reczzuag ' the Sacrument, 4 &c. 
not a Teſt of a — s being a willing mem 
ber of theeſtabliſh'd Church, in force, or i 2 
conſequence of the. Law; but in force and ii 
conſequence of that fincerity which'ought a 
ways to attend it; and this preſumption, tha 

be who receives in the Chureh is of hh 
Church, is the ground and the foundation 
and not the effect of the Law. 80 in ti 
parallel caſe, an Oath i is not appointed by La 
to be a Teſt of a man's veracity, but "tis re 
quired in ſome caſes by Law, becauſe UE 
Its 907-nature, ſuch a Teſt. © þ 
Men are not ſuppoſed to be of one Churd Ez 

40 communicate with another: His Lotq 
ſhip has made uſe of this very argu 5 
the caſe of Mr. Pilloniere, and concludes high 
to be no Jeſuit, becauſe he has often receiv 
the Sacrament in the Church of England. Uf 3 
on — — the — ky £ 
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ounded; they require the evi- 
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land, only to prove that he is a Member of 


dat Church. They leave the Sacrament to 


a the Act of receiving, only as an evidence 
of a Man's being in Communion of that 


church, in which he receives. 
When the Doctrine of Occaſſonal Confor - 
1h for places prevailed, it broke in upon this 
aidence, juſt as the Doctrine of Equi vocation 
ad Mental Reſervation broke in upon the 
rridence of an Oath; and there was the ſame 


raſon for the Legiſlature to take notice of, 


aud prevent the ane abuſe, as the otber. The 
ommoniy called) does not forbid Occaſional 
yl Conformity as ſuch, but leaves all men to the 


i me liberty they had before to communicate 


Kcafionally with the Church; and therefore 


ts nothing to the purpoſe to conſider whe- 


ber Occafional Conformity be a lawful or 
, practice. All that the Legiſlature 


ntended by that Statute, was to prevent their 


ing impoſed on by the Ad of an Occafienal 
WJ Cotormiſt; They required the evidence of a 
nan's receiving according to the uſ 


( char, Communion, The Act of an Occa- 


Noche /etrer of the Law, and yet was 20 proof 
(what they expected, D When 


ckorch of England, as a proof of his being 


WF ional Conformiſt in receiving, &c. came up 


care to prevent the 2 _s to — 
want man in offace, . ſhould no longer on 
che Communion of che eſtabliſbed Church 
i. e. that they ſhould perform the condiri 
intended by the forme Laws, and for p 
formance of which they were underſtood t 
give the aſſurance and evidence of their hav- 
ing received ou 1 to the 
Hege F the Church o 
e ſhews os better or ſtrongennl 
| Teſt was not to be found; for when chis wa E > 
evaded, the Legiſlature had nothing roadd to 
= and could only by an after proviſion ſecureſ 
it againſt a practice, which was an e ak: 
front to the Law of the Country. | 
The Occafional Bill therefore — 
guard to the Teſt Act; and thoſe who plea 
for the repeal of this Bill only, do in Lec ; þ 
deſire, that all men may be at liberty to give 
the proof required by the Law of their 4d. 
berence to che eſtabliſhed Church, and yet be 
at liberty not to adbere to it. Whether thi 
can proceed from a concern for Ancerity, 0 
for the honour of the e 0 
leave the world to judge. 3 
Thus the caſe ſtands with reſpect to the 3 
Laws now in force: And it remains upon his 


Len and his friends wid bew, chat rar - | 


8 


0 make good his heavy charge, 
yiginal and natural 


As to the Abuſes brought in by the ini- 
quity of men, who approach the Holy Table 
merely to anſwer the letter of theſe Laws; 


de decay of the Spirit of Chriſtianity among 
ess: But ſtill, I ſay, theſe men are not made 


auſe as well the Lau of their Country, as 

the Inſtitution of the Goſpel: And if the int 
= quity of men in aby/ing any Law, be ſuffi- 
cent reaſon for abrogating ſuch Law; I would 
fin know what Law ought to ſtand-in force. 
What perjuries, what frauds, what cheats are 
made uſe of to elude the many Laws: for im- 
poſing Cu/toms on Trade? Let his Lordſhip 
then turn advocate for the removal of b 
Laws alſo; and let him ſay, that no tempo- 
ral advantage or convenience to the State, 


ned, (or to expreſs his own ſenſe; introduced) 
by theſe Laws: Let him plead alſo for abo- 
| Ls liſhing 


an defign, o a Purpoſe 
AGAINST 1Ts OWN NATURE,” and Cons 
TRARY 70: the Exn propoſed by the Ordainer 


_ without any piety or devotion, or true ſenſe 
of what they are doing; I /ee them, and I 
lament them; and they are ſad inſtances of 


wicked: by the Law; but being wicked, they 


can juſtify the great abuſe of Religion, and 
the manifeſt breach of plain duties occaſie- 
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a more e han it is a Common. hits nay, é 
let him go through all the Laws of hisCoun. WW 
try, till he has ſettled the State, upon the 3 
_ fame bottom that he has placed the Church, 
and can ſay with reſpect to Both, That 20 
one more than another bath authority to judge, 
re or pgs the - FE) 5085 ny 
maſter. © 
The profanation of the Lord's „ Supphe; ce * 
_ | ates an horrour in every ſerious Chriſtian E 
mind; and God forbid that any word ſhould 
drop from me, as if I could be eaſy and con- 
tented in ſeeing ſo much hypocriſy and wick- 
edneſs. This is a caſe which wants a reme- 
dy; but as the Laws requiring the Sacramen- Wl 
tal Teſt do not nabe men wicked and pro- 
fane; ſo neither will removing thoſe Laws 
mate them pious or holy. The remedy mutt 
be applied to the Men; tis the wickedneſs of 
the receiver that calls for correction; and his 


Lordſhip has it to conſider, what ſervice be 


has done to Rejigion, by beating down ici 


euthority both of Church and State to preſerve © | 


true Religion, in an Age that e to want 
it ſo very much. S 
In the mean while I will 95 on (lac his z 
Lordſhip: calls upon me ſo to Ari pag. 194. 
to declare my ſenſa in this matter, and the 
reaſons on which tis founded; hoping, that. 


it may be at leaſt as ingfenſve for me, to en- 


deavour to Jujtify th the Laws of my nn. 14 


: A — And ow all 'T Ne 
o be vain words, and of none effect; 
life the Chureh left naked and defenceleſs ; ; 


s walls broken down, and che hedge, which 
aas placed about it, pulled up; yet my fruit- 


J pains ſhall yield me this ſatisfaction, that 


bed by the proipet of Honours and pre- 
ments. 


he Queſtioni ariſing fro om the true ſtare of 


þ f W this caſe, are (as T before obſerved) two, 
The firſt 1 is this; © © oy 
I. Whether it be lawful to n Offices 


| Wl: wn, flaſrical State and Conſtitution of the 
N : : : Realm 


eclution of two Points. 

1. Whether it be lawful in any Caſe to make 
ass, by which ſome Perſons ſhall berender'd 
1 wapable of Offices ? 


Wi: us? 
WY There is nothing that more nearly affects 
e Good and Welfare of every good Govern 


W be thei.more immediate Care, than to ſee 
e Powers (which muſt neceſſarily in ev 


all 


. Ar for * Peace of Feruſalem ; z nor 
all any man be able to ſuggeſt that I was 


Power and Truft in the Government to 
WE ch as are obedient and well affected to 


This Queſtion will be determin'd by the 


2. Whether i it be reafonable 1 in the Caſe be- ” 


ent; and conſequently nothing that ought. 


Pee be mm 1 Placed in 
* 


7 10 5 N 
pro Hands 0 Mas: 
8 8 that there ſhould be upright Judge 
5 ba the Laws already in force; and wiſe [ 1 3 
_ prudent, diſintereſted Men, te mal nology I a 
er abrogate old ones, as the good of der 3 
require. *Tis a Rigt 
Community. as ſuch, to — — and-4 4 
what Conditions and Qualifications fall e re Y 2 
quired in all Perſons to be admitted to Office q 
of Truft and Power in the Government: An 
therefore, a Capacity to ſerve the Publick i |: 
places of Truft and Power, which 
mitable by the Conſtitution, 1 * 
Juſt Reaſobs to limit it, is ſuch a Capacity 
is inconſiſtent with all forms of Governmel 
05 x Na As Men in a Som ab = | ; : 
(for Lam willing to argue u t ”Y 3 
theſis) are. upon a. foot of Lais ſo e 
they when they enter into a formed Governll I . 
ment, and lay equal claim to all the Adra 
tages ariſing from thence. Say thaw; that a 
conſidered. merely as Members of the Societi 
have a claim to be equally capable of ſerving 
the Publick; yet ſtill this is ſuch a Capaciri 
as Nature herſelf has ſer Bounds and enn S 
by the very diſtinction ſhe has made in .. 
natural Parts and Abilities. of Men. Ter re 
quires wiſe Men to manage the -publick Co 
cerns, and Men of Corman to conduct 
publick Arms: It is therefore negeſlary 1 
clude Fools from the Council. Board, an 
Cowards from the Army. This I ſay is 4 7 
mitation made by Nature. Baß 


ä ia, "uh —— bis al is as leaſt wy 7 
WT nf to be truſted with the military Force as 
Coward; and a wiſe Man, who would be- 


once of which is thar aher no Covern. [ 
3 Mafection's N + Subject, or elſe that cy 
Government has a Right to exclude from Of- 
rs of Power and me foch as half render 


10 yo hail in he . ak « up 
mn: Rights of Subjefts, is begging the 
eeſtion; and/ ſuppoſing that Difſenters are 
cluded without any Reaſon; which is ma- 9 
ag a ſhort Caſe of it indeed. The true = 
nt eis this; allowing all Subjects to be & , 4 

Z ' capable, as ſuch, of ſerving the Pub- 
c, and that the Government ought not to 4 
ai this Capacity without good Reaſon, to Y 
Wire whether the- Corpo ation and Teſt | 
Hs are founded upon Reaſons ſufficient to 
e) che Legiſlature in the Limitations by 
3 1 made on this Capacity of ſome Sub:. 3 
| & (36 - 'Y 
' Lordſhip 8 wendung froth the comme 
e of Subjects, and his general Declara- 3 
in againſt debarrin Men from their Civil _ 
* 15 "A . | 


8 


ae 


come vp to 4 preſent Purpol . 


in part. Nay, 


Ihbere is not, I preſume, a ſtronger nat 4 
ral. right, chan = right to food and ral 


8 nature; and tis not to be chought t 


mon ſo much of it as their neceſſities re wir 
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A Submiſſion of private Rig 


| lick is the fundamental Ars of —— wil 2 
ment; and therefore no Subjet# has a REH 
We! defend even his Life or Property as h 


thinks fit, but muſt go in the Method pre 
ſcribed or permitted by the Law, How: ab 
ſurd is it then to talk of a Right, to be ca 
pable of 'Placer, not ſubjedt. to che like rol 
ſtraints or limitations? The matter is no 3 
mended by calling this a natural Right (i 
Phraſe much i in faſhion) for there 1 is no nat 
4 l Right that ma hy not be loſt in whole: q 

ome rights are reſtraineſſ 
merely for the ſake of public convepienc .- 
without ſuppoſition of any fault or tranſgr 
fon 1 in any Member of the Community. 


ment; this is founded in the | common necell 


od ſent men into the world merely to flary 1 N 
without giving them a right to uſe in com 


But now we ſee that this rigbi 1 is limited an 
reſtrained. by all Governments- in the 2 = 
Property is ſecured every here by h Z 
Laws, and a very unequal diviſion 72 
good things of life is introduced; the fi 
reater part of Mankind live upon their 14 
r, or by Charity; hard as . I, oY x 
| nece = 


. ; 


n Apoſtle o © of Chriſt we give 5 
4 jy e; let 2 eat." , : 
Is ic lawful then to ein this 2 4 
ct char every man has to food and raiment? = 
aa is it unlawful to Amit the capacity which 
2 kbjefts have to places of Power and Truſt 
WE the Government? There is indeed ſo much 
1 unpaſſion and equity left for caſes of natural 
eee; chat in the af extremity we ſtill 
1 Necefity has no Law; but it muſt be 
id world, whenever Avarice and the Luft . 
„ Power obrain t the ſame privilege. | 
li Lordthip perhaps will ay that he does 
os plead againſt reſtraints of this ſort in 85 
cal, but that he confined himſelf Jy te 

=_ Sacramental Te eft, and to caſes w 
9:0: is concerned: I have the more rea- 
nun to expect this,” becauſe I have been alrea- 
% ſerved; when J argued: againſt a gene- 
ll principle laid down by himſelf, that Re- 
on engt not to . 4 Civil Teft; the next 
ane his _— in . — ck, he af- 
med that b on he meant Au 4 che | 
aramental? rh | * | 

ZBut let the . take ati; that at the 
mument againſt the Sacramental Toft 
Yom che Kigbe of all Subjet?s to 4 1 eri 
e holding Offices of Power and Truft, is an 
WY zment againſt this Teſt conſidered as a li- 
1 Ration of "that —_— z and-it is founded-in 
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any Eſtabliſhi 
rhe boſe is, when; wen gre- debar 


© 
2 
* 


makes them incap 


is, that no 
cure it ſelf. by 


our Conſtitution. toſs which. are 1 Fa 


ivy are the ſtrongeſt and 799 —— by 


eeding to the 4 Iron 19 che moff (act 
is Lordſhip and others have taken Pain 
oe Jubjet? to Lintiitations; and "tis well 
wn that his Majeſty enjoys the Crown in 


e! 1 ther the Royal Family be the 
I. Ont 1 in the Kingdom liable to ſuch Re- 
WS fitions? Whether it be highly reaſonable, 
rr che fake of Publick Good, to Hmit 
„ (upacity of ſucceeding to che Crown,” 7 
ichly unreaſonable, tho there be the like 
WT occaſion for it, to limit the Capacity .of , 7 
ore Men, to be Captains ns or Colonels? 
WE Tome this Caſe is ſo very plain, that I will 
vt fo far ſuſpect any Reader's Judgment, 2s 
o dwell longer on it; but will go on to cons 
der in what ER this Right, which the 
© tate has over the Capacity of all ies Subjects 


to be exerciſed. 
They, who in any Nation Ms Eegi. 


bo take care of the Welfare and Preſer vation 


Men ought not to be pumſbed for any offence 
Vünſt che Publicle, without plain proof . that 
'E 2 * 


he Law: Among theſe; vo rm wm tp of uc 
Ir 640 0 d This 


1 koh Limitations. I would only ask 


lative Power intruſted with them . are bound 
of the Community over which they areplaced, 


nen 


4 
1 1 


= 
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vernments have a Right (and all wiſe Goverr 
ments make uſe of it) to provide againſt þ 
bable Dangers to the State; in conſequer 

of which they have a Right to provide; ha 


all Power in the Stare ſhall be lodged in fuct 3 


Hands only as they reaſonably. judge to be 


well affected: And here the Rules of Pry | | 
dence muſt govern. | And this may help hifi 


| Lordſhip to fe (what he ſeems to be at a grea 


loſs to underſtand, 5. 194, 5.) how ente 
it is in me to declare againſt puniſhing Men 


in their Lives or Fortunes for the Reaſons 
which, nevertheleſs, I think to be good Rea 


ſons for excluding them from places of Powei 
and Truſt. It would be very unreaſonable toll 
Beat a Man becauſe he has an infectious Dil 
temper; yet tis very reaſonable to deny hin 
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a Place in the Family upon this account ; fools 


| in one caſe ] ſhould iiur him, in the other Wi 
only take care of my ſelf, The exerciſe cen {þ 


of this Right is matter of Prudence in the G 
vernment: It may be abuſed by Wanconnh 
and Fartiality, as every thing elſe may, tha 
ever I heard of; but it t will not follow, | 
cauſe this Right may be abuſed, that there- 
fore there zs, nor —_ 

in the Communi 


and Truſt . ſupp z it Kal remains r0WE 


to be, no ſuch Righ | 
© Burthe Right of the State to limit che b Eb 
=: Capacity of holding places of Power 


ae Kg? 
end 


10 f0 2 bar — aid e 
The Goverr ment of land 1 in a 
lands of Chriſtians; ad 101 5 
zno Fault. When they, in whom this Pee 
nas lodg d, found it neceſſary to forſake the 
irrors of the Church of Rome, and to throw 
c the heavy Tote of Popi/b Power, under 
dich chey had been long oppreſſed ; they 
uv at the ſame time that Religion could not 
v preſerved without ſome ſettled Order and 
E Dei ipline: And tho' the Reformation claim'd 
ie uſe of the Scriptures as the undoubted 
ght of every Chriſtian, who was capable of 
ang them, yet they bad Senſe enough to 
now, that to leave every Man to make the 
5 Wheſt of his Bible, without any farcher direc- 
on or reſtraint, would naturally tend to Con- 
oon, and fill the Kingdom with all the wild 
onceits that Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm could 
roduce, They conſiderd farther, that it 
s the Will of Chriſt that there ſhould be. 
voile Church; and tho' they had with- 
wn from the Church of Rome as being cor- 
yr yet they were obliged to viſble Com- 
union; for theſe reaſons they continued the 
WP ational Church freed from the Errors and 
e Corru ptions of Rome, under a Govern- 
ent and Diſcipline formed upon the platform 
| | Primitive Chriſtianity. This Church was 1 
op po by Law; and the People of Eng- | - wn 
were bound to Communion with it as I 
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Church; but they | Found it ſer 00 
preſerve an authority in | Churchin 
to ſettle an Eoclenaſti | 


for the better refor 
indeed there were in the early d 
Reformation, who pleaded for Ch hor 
| berry in ſuch manner, as to leave no f 
for Chriſtian diſcipline; but ele made 
great figure, and were eſteemed 
Fanaticks. Had they, _ 
1 ſet out 
(for I deſire to be c 
principles) by this time 1 2 1 
Chriſtianity itſelf had been loſt among us; and 
the Supremacy veſted in every man, in his 
own behalf, had long ſinee asl 4 con- 
jfummate ſtupidity and ignorance; but who 
would have been the happier for it, I l 
my ſelf at a loſs to imagine “. | 
The Proteſtant Church of Englond By 
| 218 but Toth prune an is Tet ft By th 
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eyed; and ſullered. not only.in the 
rin of its eſtabliſhment, and in the mem 
| anden! bus in thoſe: allo, who 
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Nation #0: much trouble ever ſince. 


have given this - Church and 


tho W 1 55 life, juſt publithed by by 
our 1 Liſt 
tend Mr. Under the m 
James I. the Aifalfection. to e able 
Church grew ſtrong; and in theidays- of his 
unfortunate Son; a Prince, who deſerved a 
better Fate; it geavailed 2s well * the 
Lrown, as the: . 

It is very true, that Religion” was not che 
whole of that unhappy rupture between the 
King and his-Peoplez occaſion there was for 
complaint wich relpeRt to Civil Rights; nor 
sit my intention to here, what 
the noble Hiſtorian, of thoſe times has ſo free- 
ly and fo impartially diſcloſed : But then tis 
evident to all, char. 6 thoſe . had ended 
in the happy ' configmation of the Subjects 
ONO) Rights, 
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ancient Rights; and E 
Again. What now 
the Cruelties, 0 


© given up to che Pobſtet 


wr Py as oh and the hartaſe'd 1 


be only rede Ne the a play oe his 
People ſought or all their wrongs, Was to 
Ipard themſelves from falling into the fame | 
Iichiefe agairt for this 3 exprefl 
f n Act was made, for preven- 
Wi (as the words of the Act are) of the like 
ef for: the | time ib come, and for pre- 
ation "of the publick peace both in Church © 
tate: That Act which his Lordſhip now 
inks to be an Invaſion of the Subjects 
7; and contrary to the Maxims of Cbriſt 
%. And yet, in the name of all that e- 
was called Chriſtian Charity, what leſs 
aud be done? Was it ſo extremely wicked 
= [27d againſt injury and oppreſſion? Was 
0 irreligious to defend that Religion which 
Nation received as delivered by Chriſt; 
m force and violence; and to ſuppreſs the 
kinds of imuſtice practiſed on this 
ple; and which would ſound too harſh- 
hould they be diſtinctly enumerated. 
1 Wf-defence' is a darling topick with his 
hip, and I defire him to ſhew that in 
Act any thing was done by the Gen- 
aof the Church of England, which 
| 2 7 had not. found. by __ ex periencs 1 b 
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to deſcribe: And aliens the Gove 
turned to its natural chanel again all w 
forgiven; and Chriſtian Charity erage 2 8 2 
every thing, but the reſtleſs Spiritof _ 3 
mong us; which fince the mercy and 
nature of the Nation could not ſubdue, ir 
came neceſſary that their wiſdom 
dence ſhould prevent; for theſe reaſons 
Corporation Act was made, to keep the = 

er out of thoſe hands which had: uſed: it 
very ill: This I ſay was the caſe; and le 
Hover and Earth judge of the equity « 
the proceedings; and let his Lordi m mak 
out his charge, that this was inun,¹),ę t 
Subjects right, and acting o 
Maxims of Chriſt. F 
But however juſtifiable thi might be upon 
the doſe of the TRL | and whilſt Team 3 
con 
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( eection to the Church is abated; and we 
re nothing to fear from Diſſe 


* here are many man chem who! are {1 
| 2 i their OF Hoe 
se thing to Jay buoy we would-ufe power, 


I fre had it; and awv/fer ro know how to ule: 


t ben we have it. But to let this paſs: 
le any ofxhe Difiencers declared, that they 
r for momtanmng the Church as 
td. No cerrainly: The urmaſt that has 
n pleaded in their behalf, is, Thor niir 
8 :nc:ples —— amount to thoſe of a general 2 To 
ien ro all prurenble jabjefts *, I rejaice 
Wy this happy reformation of cheir principles; 
n ict me ask che Gentlemen of Seurb-Bro- 
an, what chey are like to get by accrpti 
a 7. Hy rherr Reitz =o inſtead 


anon of being praceable Jabjefts; a con- 
(eon indeed highly reaſonable in ät ſelf; but 
dich may be eaſily expou 

SJ /ovably. would be do, unleſs they could ap- 


reo be highly ſarisfied wich their hard bir- - 
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bold be lodged in their hands. I wish this 
cee al true; and am willing to allow that 
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It is well known that in the late times then 
was a ſelemn League and Cavenant entered in 
to by many, to root out the efabliſh'd C burq 

of England, n 


ſteady adherence to theſe obligations bec 
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„and never more to permit its re 
turn. At the. Reſtaration, ſome there wer 
who left their livings rather than depart fron 
the terms of this engagement. Has the 


blamed or condemned by their brethren of the 
times? No; ſo far from it, that they hau 
laboured to adorn the lives and characters q 
theſe men; their ſufferings for this cauſe, ha 
been magnified and extolled ; and they ha 
been repreſented to the publick, as Canfeſſoſ 


i | | fince Mr. Peirce has told him how highl y af | 
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2 And now kar -any boy fray the. 
= tural conſequence from this: Is it reaſon- 
* ible to — that thoſe who have conſecrated 
= their forefathers ⁊eal to deftroy the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and offered up ſo much incenſe to it 
in the eye of the world, do themſelves con- 
amm thoſe Prinzip, which wet” gs ſo as re „ 
1 0 ther > 7 ee £ nes nt 
It has of late 2 Taz in 0 - 
nion among 1 to: 0 the 5 7 


chere was little more A in the —— 
than the difficulty about Re-ordination, and 
the diſpute about ſome iudiſferent Rites and 
Ceremonies; among the reſt Dr. Snape ſeems 
to have been in this miſtake : But by this 
time, I preſume he is convinced of his error, 


onting to the Diſſenters ſuch an 5 of 
chem is; how could you ſuggeſt (ſays he) that 
we don't ſo much as pretend the terms of your 
Communion are finful * ? And he goes on to 
pive inſtances of finfil terms in our Commu- 
nion; and then in the name of all his bre- 
thren he paſſes'a judgment that makes the 
whole Ecclefiaftical conſtitution finful ; You 
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We neuer ee but it would fone time. r 


Fa are e ee. of Bel... 
The Church of tee ie f ebe | 
ſubject to che Civil Power in making Canons 
and Conſtitutions for external government 
and diſcipline; whether” che Share Has maden 
ochers judge... But — — 
it may aſſure chomſelves they hall have no 
uch reaſen of — the Diſſen- 
«rs; they x pretend to a Power and Diſciplint 
equally great and extenſive with that claimed 
or uſed by the eſtabliſhed Church; they claim 
it too o independently of the 1. in every re- 
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exerciſe of any — whe Jodernn 2 
they plead fur. "And withour the'Sp rit of Pro- 
4 — it is eaſlly foreſeen, that if ever tl 
ve the Rule, cher itil Anger wil be Mates 
than the lens of the Church: The Holinefi 
of their Government, its being che exerntion © 
of the Lant C, ;ft; muſt make them 
(whatever Key. e es chink) zealous 7 
TI | & 1 * 3 | 0 3 * a 
obs of Pots moſt confderable eng the Di 
enters; and takes upon himſelf to den ir 
the name of the teſt.” 1 Wale nor base won: 
der d had one of their ignorant Mechanicks 
— th O of England as Prieſts 
Baal; but tis ſurprizing to hear this from 
a man of letters, from one ns. Þvr has had op- 
portunities of  corverſfing 2h with: men and 
books; and it is an intimation at leaſt, what 
pur- 
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| 92 Baal AG or will er 
ure that the Church of England, * 
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I Diſſenters want only to propagate their 
Perjuajon, by applyin to the reaſon and un- 
derſtandi of men, they are even uw at li- 
1 to do it; and if they ean eonvince the 
ation that their Cauſe is right, it will give 
them an influence beyond oe the repeal of 
twenty Acts in their behalf can do. Let 
them then go to work in God's Name, we 
are ready to hear and to conſider their 'argu- W 
ments: But if they want to back their argu- 
ments with Power, however we are bound to 
attend to regſin, we certainly have a right to 
guard a force; and to ſecure our ſelves 
from havin any thing as Religion imp ed on 
us. For theſe reaſons, and ,chiefly fer the 
ſake of chat experience which we have l had, 
we cannot join with the Biſhop in calling for 
a repeal of theſe AA: They a Ads founded 
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veen perſecuting a man for ut opts 
ſeeuring my ſelf from being per- 


W cucion! to. exclude: men for che fake of cheir 
(iaaffection to the eſtabliſh'd - Church from 


but when it comes from V | 
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lt it; and She has a ſhort memory if She 
las already forgot what it is: It is indeed as 
bad as it can be deſcribed to be; and ſo far 
m from being an advocate for it, as I have 
een publickly and often charged to be; that 

1 can with a "png nd oy" T have cet 
pleaded aga inſt ik. 

But — att be agrebd: on all indy; 
dat every man has a right (much more eve- 
ry Goyernment) to ſecure himſelf 2 
ſecution, and from having any thing 4 


gion impoſed on him by undue means. And 

once more I call upon the reader to tecollect, 

what paſſed in thoſe ſad days; when ail the 

2 among us were labouring for * | 
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ty, | 


p repreſencs the caſe to be, 2 1923 
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friends to Toleration, ah is moved-by/ that 


: why he ſhould give up an Effabliſhment, to 
accept of a Toleration:; ; and why Toleratiun 
is not as good when tis granted to Diſſen- 


hands: Let him alſo conſider that where the 
Diſſenters principles prevail, no 'Tolerationis 


it; and uſed their urmoſt endeavours ti pre- 


laid upon their late declarations for -general 
JToleration; let him r 
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the better fer them? In a word, let ee 
ſider, whether Ader cheſe un ertain 


E or . 


ben he tte 2 f 
ters has once already rui ined Church a 
State: If he thinks they are. w grown 


im ask himſelf che reaſon, 


ment, yet let Þ 


ters, as when tis humbly. received at their 


ted; the Kirk has ever proteſted againſt 


vent it 121 If, he thinks much weight 18 to 1 


pleas were uſed. before King Charles cheFirlt's 
time, and yet what were Church or Nation 
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is provided "The whoſoever hall hates ter 
come to the ion: of chis Crown; ſhalk 
“join in Communion with the, Church-of | 
England as by-Laweſtabliſh'd. +1497 
I truſt his Lordſhip will inform the world 
bow it comes to paſs, that the Kings of Eng- 
lad have leſs privilege. than any of their Sub- 
3 ects; and why that De 144 tion is juſt 
nd expedient — app plied. to the Crown, 
obich is ſo great an Oppreſiion; ſo ſubverſive 
ef 1atural K when a piles to 72 of the 
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U The Cromn'! * the dif -oſal- of; lee of 
Power and Truſt in the Government; and 
e incapacity for Offices which ſome lie un 


er in virtue of the 7% Act, is in truth 3 
vſtraint upon the Crown in beſtowing of Of. 
4 fees; And as long as it is thought neceflary 
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| conſtitution, that makes the Teſt with: _— 


oaown what an influence the orations 
ae in one part of the Legiſlature there 


uses; and this being the Conſtitution, it 

encerns the whole to take particular care that 
in orporations be under the government and di- 

nion of ſuch as are 1 2 to the hole; 
nd to guard thoſe poſtt eſpecially; which if 
oe t te adverſary poſſeſſed, it would make one of 
em become equal in ſtrength to a thouſand. 
F e natural ſtrength of any Conſtitution lies 
ue affection of che n to it; and it 
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ind preſervation of our Conſtitucion, *2 
But beſides all this, there is one conſidera- 5 


on more ariſing from the very nature of our 


' - p Corporations- highly reaſpnable. T1 is well Z 


Wc inſtances where a very few ſubjects ina 
Y 2 Town are repreſente in Parliament bß 
many members as the large Count 


— 2 — 9 3 


0e che ſenſe of che Nation; Dag n me 
ſenſe Will alloy that che Artis Towns- of a 
County ought: o go in the on f 


the directio of them, Either this 4s! 
able, or elſe it 1 is reaſonable to a 
Comſtitutian in Church and State 
what the Nation ee but what t 


This conſiderat —. be — 2 
neral, and extended to "cher, Offices in dhe 
State; for tho thete are many Offices 1 
men might e: execute, without being. the 

abled immediately to hurt the Conſtiti 

t the influence which ſuch Offices give i 
the election of Parliamen | 
Which accries not from the p 
_ of che Oflice,s but from the 4 J 

makes it reaſonable that ſt 
Offices ſhould be confined to the friends-0 
the Conſtitution in Church and State: This 
I fay, is in ſome degree the — 4a 
but it more evidently ap aa, k Sed 0 


$47; 20 i 2 


. N e 


4 bipiſts ak 2 octipnt? were . to 5 1 
n proportion to the members of the Church of 
England, in the year 1676. ® as one to twenty 
A number in proportion too ſmall to have 
any natural ſtrength to hut the Conftitu- 
tion; but if they were at libert Y, 
apply themſelves heartily to ga 


night make them formil ble; whilft 4 - 
1 ding upon their numbers ſat ſecurely by. 
== Whether this advantage 1 in theſe circumſtan- 
es ought to be given to the ene, the wen- 
yy I think, have a very good Tight to 
udge. 
| Nee caſe of the Corporations, and the in- 
fuence they have in one part of the Legiſla- 
ture ought to be well conſidered, by ſuch eſ- 
27 as ſeem Willing to part with the 
eſt as far as it affe Cor brations, and to 
preſerve it with reſpe& X'to other Officers. If 
| it be reaſonable to keep any: power out of 
Diſſenters hands, that Pow@ bertainly which 
gives them an influence in the Legibaure; "7% 
in making Laws for Church and State: 
ought eſpecially to be kept from them. And 
it muſt upon the leaſt reflexion appear very 
W to advance a man to a N Bl ma- 


1 15 15 7 on a 12— the Province oy — Ys - 
which evas in the hands of the 22 excellent Biſoop 7 Londens = 
and now in Meli of bis avorthy Exetutor. 2 
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255 they might oog et duch firing 1 a . 
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Were the Ds Get bh inn number # an 
thy are; were they Dae. 0 A thou w/v vet 2 
| 1 ſhould think i it e and unlawful 
dW. endeavour to end * difference by Jorce F 1 

And ſo far am I from uin the nene 
= - allowed them, that I ite the ſtabliſhment 3 
fe Fl. the better for this abatement in the xigour 
its Laws. But if Peace and Security of Ene 3 
feience will not ſatisfy without Power: 3 
Anbot in the State, it ought ig be 
odffence to them to be told, that. we. 
regard to our own, Conſciences, 98, ; well as 
"theirs; and that tho we rejoice in their li- . 
4 berty, yet we ſee No reaſon ©: TE: with, or our + 
own Security. . 
I have hitherto ſpoken of the Corporation . 
and Teſt Acts in general, and the reaſons. on 
which they are founded. There will want 

but little to be ſaid of the 25 of Charles II. 

So in particular; and that only in reſpe& 1 an 
# . Objection which Concerns ny in Act. 
= He This Act when it was made Nc parti 
= cularly to 8 4 its; and his Lordlhip, w Who 
3 dlkingu between a man's Religion, : and WW 
N 1 b neceſſary, effects of it; can fee, Wi 
= without doubt, the reaſonableneſs of a Teſt, 
or any other di/quali fication in this view. Wl 
For my own part, as far as the argument for W 
Perſecution is concerned, I make no diffe- 


rence between one and n 23 
ana 
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he "his is Religion, as a Proteſtant. 
the Teſt Ack be in truth a perſecuting 
js bad in every view; but if it be 5 A rea- 
bnable proviſion for the Security of the Efa-" 
E Mement againſt ſuſpected enemies; 
n every caſe where there is 
br fu 
T need not ſay un much the N 
nadebted to this Act; it has ones 
fved us from the Power of Pope 
vas a Barrier to the Proteſtant Religion in 
ll King Fames's Reign: This was fo evident 
that there was nothing this unhappy Prince 
aboured' fo much as the repeal of this Act; 
ind when he could not get an Engk/h Par- 
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the Reader will be at the trouble to turn' to it, 
be will find that the Biſhop 


zgainſt t , 


But this 42 being defigned for Papiſts in 


as 


was extended ta Proteſtant Diſſenters; tho” 
it is well known that this effect was fore- 
ſen at the time of making the Act, and 
might have "eaſily been 


ww 
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3 «Pip iter E 
* If Ware © 
Law, it | 


it is good 
© . : 


lament to concur with him, he OR 2 bold 
ep to compaſs his deſign, and endeavoured | : 
os lay it aſleep by a di Hpenfing Power. His 
beclaration to this purpoſe is upon record in 
de Annals and Hiſtories of that time; and-if - 


has been beholden' 
to King 2 8 Declaration forhis mene 


| f particular, it has denn complain d of that it 


prevented, bad the 


legiſlature intended to prevent it. But let 
Wa this 
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125 Ts Fr time the Toleration 3. 
and yet ſo 1 5.708 Da moi 
venting it £ y exprelly. ae 
all Proteflant Piſſenters to be liable. 90 it. 
Which Declaration was indeed. a r6-enaffing 
gf che Teſt Act with reſpect to the Diſſenterz. 
And from this time (at leaſt). the 7% 47 
does ag directly affect the Diſſenters as. the 
Fapiſts; And 15 not worth . to 1 
with them, w hether they were e 
Act by King Charles or King Halm — 
1 N it to the Biſhop to under | 
the procegdings of that 1 of King 
Wil —̃. they were no friends to * — - 
tien; they releaſed Difſenters from all penal- i 
ties, yet thought it fit to extend thę Teſt 
Act to them; and let him learn from hence Wi 
{if he pleaſes). that Perſecution is one thing, 
and excluding the ill· affected to our Eſtabliſh. 
ment from places of Keek other: Or 
if hogan by no means 2 b Ri tary 
10255 e . Ib pe @ +1 will not for the 
ture /ngle me out ta bear it all, but will "THY 
allow "Ep William and his Parliament cheir Wi 
due. ſhare ; which will make his Gn, FF 
1 not more i, yet more generqus; -. 5 
am bx no means conſiderable enqugh te be a 
proper ſubje& of his oy ip's triumph. E 
Hut that it may not I x 
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4 grain from his Partionen, and left th — 
i force, becauſe: the ti —.— not admit 
| 2 qa tis e to infor m Reader, 5 
bar be be had dec clare his © opinion in this mat- 
eie the Tf 2 the 
e Laws, he endeavoured, i to gain the ap. 
MT jcobation of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange: 
and Mr. Stewart by the King's order wrote to 
au. Fagel upon that Head: Mr. Fagel in his 

WE nfwer delivers their Highneſſes . that 
bey could wiſh Penal Laws removed; but as 
_ thc 7 they had a juſt averfion to the el. 
lion of it. 

be laſt l of Mr. Feger WY | 
o Mr. Stewart's Letter, printed Anno 1687, 
Wy taken from the late Flitory- of n 
WE co this effece. 

= * Laſtly, (he concluded) chat their High- 
* neſſes ever had, and were reſolved ever to 
3 * preſerye a profound ſubmiſſion to his Ma _ [ 
eſty, as they thought themſelves in Duty i- + 
bound by « Laws of God and Nature: 1 

But 3 che matter that was then in hand 
HT relaced not to the making of new Laws, 
“but to the total abrogation of thoſe already 
= dc both by King and Parliament; their 
„ ' Highneſſes did not ſee. how it could be ex- 
© pected of them, that they ſhould conſent 

© to ſuch an Abrogarion, to which they had 
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: ſo juſt an averſion; as being a thing that 


! Fas cantrary to all che Laws * mT 
« 0 


4 


beck as precend to ſoy thar Dilſentersfiomho 


4 


poblick FS I 
pre ofeſſed the publick and 
e eſtabliſhed. Religion, and endeavoured to 

« ſecure it againſt all Attempts wharſveyer,” * 
This Letter is, I think, a full Anfwer to 


National Church enjoy greater Privileges in 
Holland than they do with us. The Prince * 
and Prince of Orange, and Mr. Fagel, knew. 
ſurely what was the Conſtitution in that Coun- 
try; and the Reader has their Sentiment that 3 
was contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
all Chriſtian States, | whether. _ Proteſtants or 
Papiſis, to admit Diſſenters 10 a Share it the 
Government, or publick Employments. 2 7 
fo true is this, that no Arminian in . 
is ever admitted into the Magi ſtracy: Aud 3 
the Caſe is the ſame in Sweden, - Denmark, Wl 
the Principalities, and free Towns of che LL 
Empire, which profeſs the Proteſtant Religion. 
At Dantzich, as I am informed, three'our of 
18 M agiſtrates are allowed to be Calvinifts, 
the reſt, being Lutherans; a proportion ſo Wl 
ſmall, that it will hardly make an dvr oa 
to the general Rule. FF 
I have now laid before hs Reader he Res- 
ſons inducing me to wiſh the cn of W 
choſe Laws, which the Biſhop has declared 
ought to be repealed. Whether his Lordihip 
2 * when he e that 1 —_ 


not 
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n f ng an "Appron r of Perſe, 
| 3 W cut Jud e from what I ee now Otte 
2 As to is n 1 _ 


be confider's himſelf before be hadopenly de- 


n che fifth of che Queen an Ae 


3 aticul'd, An. AF for Securi 
England as oy Low! eftabliſt'd. 
( it is provided, that an 


13 en- 


I firmify, 13 Charles II. — And all. other and 


4 Church of Eng . ets the Docrrine, 


all remain, and be in full force or 
beer. This Act is inſerted verbatim in the 


ea of Union, and declared to be an efential 


Union, — an eſſential 


5 Condition of the. ne 


| | Union. Since —_ all and ſingular Acts in 
fire at the time of the Union, for the Eſta- 


WY made perpetual, his Lordſhip ſhould have con- 


within this Deſcription; and the rather, be- 
A cauſe by an Act of Parliament 10 Aunæ Caps 


[1 8 
Wy cored and called for a repeal of the Teſt AQ. | 
WE oductive to the Union of the to 5 Kingdoms, 83 

In which * 


J tul'd, An Act for Mini fers of the. Church . 
\ FI of found. Religion; and the Ads, of Uni. 


0 . fngalar Acts . 0, PHarliament, nom in farce 
„be Eftabliſhment,, and ' Preſervation * f 


x Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government therts 


: and fundamental par f of the — Articles and 5 


blimnment and Preſervation of the Church are - 
WY idered whether the Teſt Act did not come 


* i is declared concerning the * = 
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by 


the { 
.curity of the Church eſtabliſhed 1 And if a 


Such Acts are Fundamentals of the Union; anc 


to continue in force for ever, hie 
-as a private Writer, I x £ 
have called for a Re 


ted, what Jealouſies may not be el 


What ee this adminiſter” 10 Merl 
erberwiſe diſpoſe * whip! ec 


in upon the ile Security which the Kirk ens 


Joys, 1 b haye Power” and 'Op 
I ſpeak this of his Lotdſh | , 


writer only: When the Legiſlature ſets limi 


to their own authority, they muſt continu 
the Judges of thoſe limits; and it would b 
great” preſump tion in me to prete 0 fay 


that this conſideration does a 


does affect the ſu upreme Power; der ts 


at leaſt ſomos pearance in it, as to make 


it very improper for private men to give zune 


ment in the caſe; which yet his Lordſhip ha 


done in 8 . expreſs, (and indeed ar 

proachful) terms, by open] wy a 
of the Teſt Act. EY xg (2s 

: I ſhall tranſcribe the words of the Vnion 

Act relating to the ſecurity of the Church ol 

England, and fo conclude this head. 
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gion — and eſtabliſhed by Low in 1 
« ** Church of England, and the Doctrine, BY 
= © Worſhip  Diſciplineand overnmentthere-» | 
;  * of, ſhould: be effectually and unalterably 
= ſecured; Be it enacted by the Queen's moſt 
excellent Majeſty, by and with the advice „„ 
« and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 1 
« Temporal, and the 2 — 9 in this pre- 1 
ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by — — 
(ty of the ame, that an Act made in the thir- 
( © cecath year of the Reign of Queen Eliæa- 
arb, — famous memory, entituled, An 
« Act for Miniſters of the Church to. be of 
ound Relig gion: And alſo another Act 
made in - thirteenth. year of the Reign 
of che late King Charles II. entituled, A. 
A © 47 for tbe 5 niformity :of the / Peblick 
x Prayers. and Adminiſtration of 9. acraments, 
= 0 3 7 and Ceremanies, een „ 
2 © efabliſhing the form of | making, \ordain= 
ag, and re Biſhops, Pri et and. 
F Deacons in the. Church of England, (other 
0 than ſuch clauſes in the ſaid Acts, or either 
* of them, as have been repealed or altered 
* by any ſubſequent Act or Acts of Parlia- 
5 nk and all and fin gular other. Acts of 
yt Parliament. now in force. far the eſtabliſh- 
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be Tlie rb of Engfatnd & #y 4 | 
& 4 and all and every” the Wariets ang 
* things therein Hh ConA. A e the Kid MW 
** AR of Parliariint er s Nebra 3 


whether an —— ar 
| man, who is willing 19-accept ſuch Office; 
Wy tar he ould communicate with the Church 
oy Hablih'd; and particulady that he ſhould 
3 3 Sgcrament according to the rites 
3 = 1 , in ander to Hravs his Commu | 
* a WIR K. 
Tis bene to be oblary d thar he Ted A 
obliges no man 40-receixe the Sacrament. It 
HY nay (and J deubt it too often does) prove a 
Temptation to a man to do, what otherwiſe 
e would not ahooſe to do; but for ſuch 
nncerity che Receiuer and not the Lau- 
aer is do anſwer. We ought not indeed 
lay Avmbling blocks in the way of our 
Wy #414: ; but the Legiſtatyre conſider che 
receiving the Sacrament according to the Ritas 
er the Church of England not only as lawful, 
* 1 4 but 


„ tempting men to in. But his Tor 3 
; , jection is more general; he argues 1 Aru I 


fore. 2 mos 10 8 be "gy 


gion ought not to he a Civil Tes? i anſwer 


to which I told him, that Religion i 1s the . 


 'Tofty Whenever an Oath is uired. His 
Lordſhip in his Reply would Teemito' deny 
this; and in order to it, has ſo confounded 


the terms of the queſtion, that tis — 5 


to ſet them right before we go any f 


7. Religion confidered in its firlt principle i 


an; foundation, is that ſenſe and perſuaſion 


which men have of the being and power of 4 


_ "God, and of the relation they ſtand in to him 
as creatures and ſubjects. 3 
The ſenſe is the very bond 4 


be'call'd the Foundation of all Religion, than 


Religion it ſelf; yet the diſpoſition which na- 
turally ariſes from hence, and influences all WW 


religious acts and duties whatever, has entitled 
even the original /enſe by a comman figure « of 
mm_ to bear the title of Religion. 


2. The firſt and moſt immegliate conſe- if 
— from this ſenſe, are, that we ought i 


to love, fear, and truſt in, God; as Crea- 
tor and Governour. Theſe are properly and 


ſtrictly ſpeakjug! —_— han: Aa e | 


mind. 
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| nc obligation [4 
which tie men to God: And though in ſtrict- Wl 
neſs of ſpeech it may perhaps more properly Wi 


2 22 — on om ry ful A. tecciennd Ah woo oc 
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tions are ordained for the ſake and for tlie 


„ is properly called Religion. ' * 

Jl. 1 branch of Religion, reſpe ecting im 
med ately either God, our ſelves, or our neight 
bour, may by a figure uſual with all writers 


be terme 1 Religion: : Thu it is Religion ta 50 
love God, ſo alſo it is Religion to love our 
HI 


21 


F. All icular duties as they regard God, 
may for the ſame reaſon be called Re/igion., - 

6. The coming in of the Goſpel made no 
alteration in the Eſſentials of Religion. Tis 
juſt as much Religion now to love and fear 
God, and to obey him, as it was before the 
publiſhing the Goſpel; and no more fo. But 
it is to be obſery'd, that our bleſſed Lord has 
commanded the Obſervation: of ſome poſitive 
Inſtitutions, intended to be S7gns and Memo- 
rials to Chriſtians of the Grace beſtowed on 
them by God through Chriſt. Theſe Inſtitu- 


preſervation of true Chriſtian Religion; and 
are called Religion, not becauſe they are in 
their own nature, religious acts, but for the 
relation they have, to Religion through the 
inſtitution and command of Chriſt Teſs, and 
to that truly religious diſpoſition of mind, 
— 5 which they 8 e to be perfor- | 
Mm ; 
From 0 account I would obſerve, | 3 

1. That 


= 


patarall tending 40 prone he "hang dae 
7 
of. I ay naturally tending, þ 


= cruth. 
= "The ward Cie added d Al, dave motile 
note any thing chat belengs.50 the LI it fall, 
or that entess inte the nature f ita that fignt- 
fies merely the end for which tis required, 


the ſe ah al hat is med of dt. Aae 
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; nothing Cuff of Paal, but us it is ap- | 
med by the 1 on the part of 
de #622592 it Eofitinties to he 4 Rin AG 
without #hy mixture of Politieks in virtue 
When it is breught before 


retiving acee ring is che the . 


bis, hd Mall de in Office, Ge. in this 


Wl the Magiſtrate 18 enabled from thenee de draw 
4 = Which He applies bo C Af- 


: 29 y hs och r W Y 
: red of © Witnels as a Teſt 
= of bn derte. Fe is the act of a man conſi- 
W Geted as a Ribs Ereatute ; for take away 
de ſenſe of Religion, 31rd there i nd pretence 
: bor requiring an ath; Hrrce then an Oath has 
i force from the Religion of the man, tis 
te Religion of 4 man alone that makes it a 
Wit; for whatever it is that makes it nau. 

% er , What is intended er tequired ta 
viene by i, cat & is. which — _ | 
BY en- 


r 5 


bnſe then RW n it made & Civil TR, that 


3 naturally f ir For veracity of 71 — — 4 
nin virtue of the ſtrong Obligation it puts him Wl 
8 to ſpeak Truck Tis evident then the 
Religion of the Man i is the Teſt-whenever an 
Oach is required. Religion here denotes 
the firſt and-immexiace Duties .arifing from 
_ the Knowledge of God and of our ſelves, as 
they are explain d Art. 2..in*the-accounc of WM 
Religion. For whoever takes an Oath, does Mi 
(as twere) pawn the love and fear of God i 
- which are in him, and all his 7 and hope W 
in God, for the truth and fincerity of his E- 
vidence or Promiſe,” And theſe internal Pin- 
ciples are the ground and foundation of all 
afl Acts whatever. No Teſt can be 
founded on an higher degree of Religion than 
| this; no poſitive Duty can imply a greater de- 
gree of Religion than is contained in this ge- 
neral Faith, in theſe firſt DA from | 
which all Dotics flow. 1 Ea 
His Lordſhip has WEIL, more than ance, ; 
that we are not bound by Religion to take 
Oachs : And in this he places the great Dif- 
ference between the Tet af an Oath and the 
Sacramental Teſt; but his Obſervation does 
not come up to the Caſe. For an Oath is : 
that Act of a Man by which his Religron if 
laid hold on; and tho the Act it ſelf be nor 
commanded, yet the Religion laid hold on by 
chat Act is commanded, unleſs his W 9 
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ne i di note any "thing belonging. to the 
jon, ol to be action 0 'Teceivi g. but 
rely the viſe that is made of it as an erde. 
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call chis, debafi ng the 110 977 thing in te 
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WAY N n 2 | 
"3 perdepv iL ch dy Hf "i 
fault lies in equi , men to receive the Sa- 
crament according to rhe Rites of the Church | 

of England: But before he does fay.: fo, J hope x 

he will conſider, that tis no great crilne to 
require a man to do, What b rofeſs'd Prin- 
ciples lead him to do. And ther ore ods Le- 
zillature are blatneleſs'in requiring the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, to receive ac- 
cording to the Nites of their own Chugch: 
And his Lordſhip may know from hence that 
they intended to reqzrre it of no others; that 
when they foumd offers did receive it in con- 
kquence of thiſe Laws, they put à ſtop to alt 
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= turn away the - apen and nat 
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E nude him 2 the 9 tho it Fe 
4 accidentally come ro — Cutate's knowledge; | 
* ground for private admonition; 
but until ſt becomes an ente to the Congre- 
gation, it does not neceffarily call for open 
cenſure. Of the three cafes mentioned in the 
Rubrick, two of them require a notoriety of 
fact; and the third is ſo limited, that it muſt 
become notorious; before 4 man can ye! ex- 
duded for it; for though the Curate | may re- 
pel thoſe bet wir whom he perc 
to reign,” yet t la ves 
to bein mutual Chin they ſhall be admit” 
ted; or if one declares Himſelf content to for. 
give —— Ge. he ſhall be admitted. And = 
any man upon admonition ſhall* refuſe theſe 
conditions, 1 think his want of Charity will 
be notorious.” Since then no Curate is obliged 
in duty to repel a man from the Sacrament but 
for offences open and notorious, he will always 
have it in his power either to admit a man 
conſiſtently” with his own obligations, or to 
make clear proof of the reaſons for which he 
fepels > 

Bur afterall the great- cauſe of theſe difor- 
ters, is the neglect of the Conſtitutions and 


mit any to che Sacrament but his own Pa- 
niſhioners “ 78 and would 1 ire of them t to 


Rules of the Church: If no Curate would ad- 
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times they have no d 1 kno 
1 _ that che 5 pr” or- 
ac rs has been ſuffered 4 Ped gn 
rates can hardly hope to ſucceed in arremp- W 
ring ih eſtore them; bur tis proper matter of W 
x Stef * adden 5 
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motive to Fr ce 2 the ame ane cer- | 
Fain profe om in religious matters, au is be 

Lame one certain form of Words and ume 

n publick Worſhip. I would to. God it had 

produced this effect! I ſhould: rejgice (how- 
os his Lordſhip camplains) to ſee the % 
al Gon W r by the gene- 
—— of che "IA? of aw — 
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But in the mean while, T muſt tell his Lord- 
ip chat the Et way dee for no fuch pur 
pole; the intent was to keep Diffenters our of 

the State, nor to force them into the Church; 
which may e gre from hence, that 
their Mertings were tolerated by the very 42, 
in the firſt of Wilfam and Mary, which ex- 
roſy extends the Toft to hem. 
y be 


ö 105 5 


hing, and no man ought to 
—＋ it laid in his way: True ſtill; and h 
Lordſhip might know that to prevent chis 
was one reafon of the Occaſional Bill: Bar 
tho alt ſuch Hypocriſy cannot be prevented; 
yet confider, are they who Pr Virtue 
and true Religion anfwerable for the Hypocri- 
of thofe, who will pretend to Virrue and 
eligion in order to ſhare in the Encourage- 
ment: If they are, then tis in ir ſelf a wicked 
thing to encourage Virtue and true Religion; 
and a father is a wicked man who rewards one 
ſon for Ming well, becauſe thereby he may 
poſſibly tempt another to make a ſhew of do- 
ing well: A Gentleman in the country who 
ſnews ſome mark of favour to his poor neigh- 
bours who religiouſly attend the publick fer- 
vice of God, is really by ſo doing drawing 
upon himſelf the wrath of God, by laying a 
WELL e temp 


, then I am ſure Wi 
1 wot God and the neglect Wi 
* of it, Religion and Irreligion ought to be fer Wi 

they are falſe; his Lordſhip's objeftion againſt WW 
the, Teſt has no weight in it, and it will be Wi 
Jawful to do right, notwithſtanding that ſome 


that, „The worſhip. of Go 


| perhaps may make a wrong uſe of qur ſo do- 
ing. But this general reaſon, is calculated to 


-ſerve more purpoſes than one; and there will 
be occaſion ſome time or other to recal it to 
examination. In the mean while I thall take 
leave of this part of the Argument; not in- 
| tending (without very. good reaſon) to bel 
draw into it again; for altho' I have for the 
. ke of Religion, and of this Chriſtian Church 
both which (as I ſtill conceive) mult ſuffer by 
his Lordſhip's principles; been content to en- 
ter into a controverſy : yet. I do not deſign 
that it ſhall grow to be the employment of 
my Life. His Lordſhip has by preſcription a 
right to the laſt word in every Controverſy; 
and Tam willing he ſhould haye ie in this 
If there be Reaſon in what I have offered, i 
it will prevail with reaſonable men; if chere 
| kf . I am not ſo unreaſonable as to delire it 
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1 Come now to conſider what his Lordſhip r 
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has offered to ſhew how little Religion there 
is in an Oath compared to the Religion of the 
Sacrament, The Biſhop has found a great 
difference between Zheſe two Caſes, and intro- 
duces it by five Obſervations, which are in- 
tended to remove the 40. Caſes out of ſight; 
in order, I ſuppoſe, to enable the Reader the 
better to judge of their difference. 
1. The two firſt Obſervations give a very 
good account of himſelf, to which I have no- 
thing to lay... . * 5 3 
2. The third Obſervation begins with ac- 

knowledging the laufulneſi of Oaths, and fo 1 
much is clear gain; but it goes on to affirm 
that they are not made uſe of L the Prin- 
2 Religion properly ſo called; but that 
the actual uſe of Oat in bumane Society is en- 
tirely founded upon the political principles of 
Reaſon, and the common good of Mankind, with | 
reſpect to their civil concerns only, &c. p. 187. 

His Lordſhip's accuracy here, is much to be 
obſerved; he does not ſay an Oath is founded 
on political Reaſons, and reſpects Civil concerns 
only; but that the actual uſe of an Oath is fo N 
5 founded, 
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founded, &c. for certain it 

| fo one who Hel ARTS. 5 
his ſpiritual concerns; which are avmuch en- 
danger'd by a deceitful Oath, as by 2 po- 


| Fencea 


firms, That the actual uſt of Oaths in Minu 
ly; and therefore he ſays, the actual uſe of 
fpeft Civil concerns only. Tis his Lon ip's 
do with Religion; and therefore for him to 


cieties reſpetts Civil concerns only, ean afford * 1 
nothing but this ſelf-evident propoſition; That Wl 


are concerned. Whatever may be affirmed, 
an Oath. His Lordſhip promiſed to do many 
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critical uſe of the Sacrament: IF his Lord- 2 
ſhip thinks otherwiſe, I defire him to ſhe Wl 
that an offence againſt the firſt Principles of 
natural Religion, is a leſs Crime than an Of- 
the like accuracy his. Lordſhip af. 


Societies reſpetts Civil concerns only. His 3 | 
Lordſhip, you ſee, does nor affirm that the ac- WW 
tual uſe of Oaths reſpects Civil concerns o- 
5 „„ * 5 
ths in humane Societies, &c, i. e. when Oath 
are uſed to a Civil purpoſe only, then they r-- WW 


Doctrine that humane Societies are founded WW 
only for Civil purpoſes, and have nothing to 


ſay, that the actual uſe of Oaths in humane do: 


when Oaths reſpect Civil concerns only, then 
they do reſpect Civil concerns'only. 


As to the natural uſe of Oaths, it extends it WW 
{elf to all matters where Truth and Veracity Wl 


Or promiſed, 18 capable of bein ; confirmed by | 
things when he was conſecrated (which do 


upon 
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= my to con rr che Promiſe by an Gu 7" 
5 would hardly have faid that an Oath was not 
I gplcable co ſuch purpoſes; and he nom that 
2 y Colleges the Members do that 
b 4 el be guided by the 5 pture, and 
= wo prefer any humane Authority eie it; 
ud yet Colleges are humane Societies, though 
de thus al) ae an Ouch for purpoſe 
pot only Crit, . . 
3 the old Teftargent and che new, God 
unmſelf is re . as confirming bis Pro- 
nis by an 7 th, 0 N af all eren 
noſt /piritug]; and particu 2 appo 
3 3 Fr by an Oath, 70 be a ieft after Pl | 
der of Melchiſedec.. Now this aſcribing an 
bah ro God in holy Scripture, ſufficientiy 
| 3 proves that an Oath in its own Nature is nor 
WE confined to Civil concerns only. And as God 
ears to his People, fo his Lordfhi p may find 
be People under che Law frequently taking a 
biemn Oath to him fo wa in bis Laws; 
ich related, as I fuppoſe will be allowed. 
o more than Civil concerns only. And there- 
bre when his Lordſhip affirms, that were it 
bot for the uſe of Oaths in Civil concerns only, 
0 would be forbidden by Religion in all cafes, - 
(che) are in ſome: His Affirmation is contra- 
WY 77 to Reaſon, Experience, and the Examples 
ef holy Writ. And what are the ſome Caſes 
Wh in which Religion forbids Oaths? Why tru- 
Wh ' /7:/2ne and common Swearing is forbid, i. 6. 
Cachs are forbid where there is not a caſe which 
uires the utc of E and this his * 
. calls 
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f of Oaths is entirely founded on the e / 3 
Principles. of Reaſon, _ the common good of 
Mankind. What then? So are many others Wi 


der ach religious Obligations to God as tend 


practice is contrary to the common good of Mani 
mon good of Mankind, in order to ſhew how 
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rohibition of Scripture, which Was plainly 
intended to N a regard to the 15 


ſhop againſt the Religion of it. 
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the moſt ellencial Duties of Religion; ; for Man 
being made by God for Society, he is put un- 


to the Benefit of it; and if I underſtand what i 
his Lordſhip means by political Principles of 
Reaſon, they, and thoſe of Religion lead to 
the ſame concluſion; and therefore the uſe of 2 
an Oath being founded on political Principles, 3 
Sc. will not prove that an Oath is not a feli- 

gious Act. For conſider, tis a Duty to love 

one another ; ; and the aFugl practice of thi 
Duty is founded in political Principles of Res- 
fon, and the common good of Mankind; and yet, 
I hope, tis not for that leſs a part of our Re- 
ligion, to love one another; nay, whatever 


kind, cannot flow from Religion: And there 
fore to aſſert that the uſe of Oaths is founded 
in the political Principles of "Reaſon, and com- 
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little of Religion chey have in them, is a 
Argument ſo 1 his Lordſhip's own, tha 
I know no Body who will be ambitious to tſhari 

of It with him. 5 11 2 
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the internal Principles of P -elhc 101 | 
Oath; burthe.intevvention'of:? 4 laufe ; 


cake: an O. Nats | bv ths he. ” wat 
che 8 of Reli ion 
N. ot Tin e true .chax no man bee eee 


mand requifin his Oath, ma Tt 
come' his. dut 16 401 take it. I 1 People; of 
frael had tefuſed to ſwear to the Coveriant, 
eut. xxix. 12. which God majdeaittichem, 
and to walk in in Ne bach heel 
to it, it had been a breach of duty 80 in 
the caſe: of. the Sacrament ;-/ Tis u part of 
Religion from the internal Prine iples of Reli- 
gion; but it is made ſo by the imer vention 
of a lawful: Command: But What is this to 
our pur poſe? The Queſtion is, Whether Re- | 
ligion be not the Teſt whenever an Oath ii 
taken; how is this anſwered by ſaying that 
Religion does not oblige; men to take an 
Oath, merely for the ſake of taking it? If 


whenever they do take it, Religion it the | 


Teſt, then his Lordſhip: muſt find ſome: othe 
Argument againſt the Sacramental Teſt; be. 
fides this, that Religion ought 50 to be maden 
Civil 7%. 20 l offs. Le 

3. le Sch Obi e ke | 
1 had ſaid, intimating, that the Biſhop could 

not name the people who had not uſed Oaths: 


His Lordſhip in fo anſwer refers to-the Quakers; 
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Tg dy ef f dg 
ty, under the ſame Golernmetic ; Bis Lord- 

ſhip rather than want an anſwer choſe mi 
underſtand the word; and the Quakers" are 
called forth to bear their Teſtimony" againſt 
the common ſenſe of all Nations to WHeh the 
Appeal eus made, and yet even the "Quakers 
diſpute rather the Name than the Ting; for 
their lamm Affirmation is indeed an © Oath, 
and agrees to the definition” given Cicero, 
ard the beſt Writers after him, of an Oath, 
that it is Religioſa Afirmatio, If a modern 
Hiſtorian reports rightly, the Biſhop might 
have found a better . for it is record- 
ed of the People of Peri; that an Oath was 
not in uſe among them; hut that they requi- 
red only a ſimple Promiſe of the Parties to tell 
the Truth to the Inca or King. 

The latter part of this fourth Obferbation 
has this peculiar Beauty in ir, that it contra- 
dicts the Grounds laid down in the third. 
There we are taught that the uſe of an Oath 
is entirely founded on” Political; —_ ples of 
Reaſon; here we are told that er 
ſeruple the uſe of an Oath br hes >= 
handing Fa feu Texts," and the not confi- 
dering with rec to the Principles 
of — Religion, and of human. Sociery. 
If confidering the Texts with reſpect to the 
principles f natural Religion, would have 
caſed their Scruples; it muſt be becauſe Oaths 
are founded on the principles of natural Re- 
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ſaid one word about 17, page 188. iv; aboutre- 


2 cause; and it it : 


And was for thar-reaſor be Gao 
the rear, | and 


is required. in every 
quire an Oath of & man,” 


quiring an Oath. Idefire the Reader's patience 
whilſt: I. op rn... occa- 
ſion cis ber n ov e 
| There is tot a tauſe, 1 neuer 
tried in Welt minſter-Hall, _ 2 
(obſerve, ) 4s: made” a ' Civil 2. e it 
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2 e yg had: — 
maintain — ü en require the Sa- 
cramental Teſt; and he gave this reaſon for 
It that it was making Rel ion a Civil Te Tf 

queſtion! then was whether Religion might 
be a Civil Teft; Lſbewed him a caſe 010 
| ſuppoſed him to allow) in which Religion 
was a Civil it, and chat in caſes of little con- 
dern; and then -asked him, it it impious to re 
quire it, (not an Oath as his Lordſhip ſays; 
but Religion as a Civil Teft) oben a man is ads 


| mitted to a place er uſt, &c? And now let 
| the Reader Judge ow "juſtly che Biſhop com- 
= pranks 


The Biſhop: goes. on: It is obſervable that 
this worthy perſon is not here endeavouring 10 
bew that I have advanced a general ple 
which muſt be falſe; 'becauſe it tends to this 
comſequence, that. all Oaths are unlawful in 
Courts of Fudicature : but in effect charges me 
wth pretending to great diſcoveries, Born the 
enfant uſage of Oaths by mankind, SC. Ta 
what purpoſe he himſelf beſt knows. 

The Biſhop furely penned this 1 confi- 
dence that he ſhould never more hear of it: 
for the very contrary to what the Biſhop here 
—_ is the truth of the caſe. The Biſhop 
built 


0 a Cour A, * 1 xold bim in auf 
Raleien ws the [Teſt . 
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Mus required the uſe of whey wag a 
. practiſed every 0 
ment then 18; evidently. this 1 That 
—_— «la the wi of an Oath 
kind.” 9223 3-044 „ ent e 
328 But this.p 1 
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be unlawful. In 14 i; 
This is — che Bichop affirms I did 
endeavour to ſhew, this is Ab affirm I 
endeavour. to ſhew ; And be that hay yer to 
ee, let him . . LDN „„ . 3 
The cauſe. being now: We + 
and the Reader N by having his no- 
tions darkened, the differences which his 
Lordſhip. has found in the two caſes are per- 
mitted to make their appearance. The fit 
remarkable thing that occurs, is the great fair- 
neſs with which the Biſhop relates che point 
under debate: he propoſes to ſhew that 0 ar- 
gument can be drawn from the allowed uſe. of 


Oaths, to the Asus »of 0 JOE 


I preſume this paſſage could — ar be l 


PE 4} to make any part of the appearance | 
of Charity, which his Lorgſhip has told me | 
he is feed to maintain. But I come to bis 
ached out into ſive 


Argument, which is br 
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then is this, there is ſo kale Religion in an 
Oath, that there would be no Religion at all 
were it not for this amiy that tis founded, Ge. 
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an Oath, I doubt there can be but little Re- 
gion in the World; for I will venture to af- 
firm of all religious Acts and Duties what- 
ver, that they are Religion oniy as they are 
ultimately founded in Faith towards God, "ay. 
— of the World. = his Lordihip 
ſhould affirm, that tis Day ht only be- 
cauſe the Sun ſhines ; the Pille pi) of of this 
2 would anſwer _ Diviniay” of che 
0 TS 311 1 

2. His Lordſhip adds. tt (3.1 . an Orth) 
does not in its con. nature extend ſo far as to 
472 the perſon to believe a Jann State; "but 
only that there it a: Being, or or perhaps many , 
Beings «who will purſue him ks. vengeance if 
be — Had not che Biſhop JOE 
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ſerve God, but out of a ſenſe that we 
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lief of one God; and therefore i int 
'the Religion off Chriſtian's « 
miniſhed. If therefore a a Chr 
wir ſwear” in, Curl matters, 
| 1 . But to 
what does- his Lordſhip mention th 
many Bag of Deities, with regard to What 
che Heathent oh 50 1 2 5 * 17 take an 
thi e Religion of an © ath 2 
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who believe that God 11 puniſh 1 on- 
in this world, believe the ſame wit 
ect to all 'other wickedneſs. And 5 ao 
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{ as Queſtion befors us; 98 1 no e to 
I the Religion that is made the Teſt, either i in 
FRE nc caſe or the othet ; bat to the ige made of 
we Teſt it ſelf, Which is quite another matter. 
rue Biſho days an Oach is not an inſtrument 
of Partiality, bur of Juſtice, which may of 
may not be true, as" the caſe happens? He 
affirms alſo, that the Sacraniencal Teſt is the 
means of Partiality ; Which I have thewn not 
to be true in the preſent Caſc. But tis poſſi- 
ble that Religions may be made a Teſt, in or- 
der to ſerve an ill Pur And yet there 
may be no ground to em 
ſhip; that Religion ought nor to be made a Ci- 
vl Teft. When an 5 hwayman. makes you - 
ſwear not to proſecute him, of diſcover him, 
the Oath is very ill applied, and to the Ob- 
ſtruction of Juſtice: End yet it would be ri- 
diculous to argue from hence againſt the na- 
ture of the Teft, r required in an Oath, in all 
Cafes whatever. 80 in the other caſe, ſup- 
poſing the Sacrametital Teſt to be ill applicd 
in one Inſtance, wat is that towards proving 
| that the Sacrament is abuſed whenever tis 
made a Teſt, becauſe Religion muſt not be 4 
Civil 721m. | 
If all that his Lordſhip means is, that he 
diſlikes the purpoſes intended to be ſerved 
by the Sacramental Teſt, let him argue his 
FRE Caſe 2 58 2 Reaſons ; I 
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Teftants — from 5 00 : But neither is 
true; for the Oath of Su Supretnacy Elo 
many Chriſtians; the Oath of Allegiance mu- 
By Proteſtants ; from, Ci ivil Offices. Bo _ : 
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belief which is common to all wa. who iy Trp oe 


ay Religion: The Sacrament is 
| aha ag and be ief which . ms Chri- 


; flans h ave: Therefore there is /eſ5 Religi 


nan Oath chan in the & acrament. | Whereas 
It muſt needs be, tha 
loi gion, (auch as the belief of 23 God, and. of 
15 Providenge) which are common to all re- 

lgious prfelſion, and without Which no Re- 
lgion could be. profe d, are as properly and 

rigly Religion,. as any priuciples can be, and 


the ob bligations ariſing & om them, make 
ea 10s” Oz "0 5s 
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that thoſe principles of Rer. KR 
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ment dreſſed up 1 by his Lordſhip, is this, That 
I had no Band in 10 3 it is not the Arg ument 
from the uſe of an Oath, as I urged. it; 1 
tis his Lordſh 

4 pleaſed with i it, F have no inc ination, 60 dl 
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"of difference being thus played. Bis Land- 
© ſhip collects all his own: Miſtakes, and ca 
LY them, "the Argument drawn from tbe. 1 
"Oaths. He is hone to give us in abgu 
8 ven Lines five! 8 


: ties 'of an 33 eve 


preſent Poole, as I have diſtinctly i we 
All therefore" chat I have to lay to 58 \ 


ip's own. entirely, and: if b 


| turb his enjoyment. | This way of. Putting 


a good cover for a bad cauſe 


Arguments and Propoſitions upon 20 Adverſary 


is an art peculiar to his . z it map be 
ut can never 
be a proper defence of a good one: The cn. 


'clufion of his Lordſhip's An/wer'is all ſpent 
f = A 'miſcepreſenrations ; which ſhews 


2 to every intelligent Reader, where his 
ord Ip places the greateſt rength of hi 


| cauſe. | k 


But give me leave here to wonder that 


] Chriſtian Biſhop ſhould tale ſo much Pass to 
undervalue the Religion and, Santi 
Oath, which the very Heathens x 


of an 
in the 


eateſt veneration: the Egyptians puniſhed 


Perjury with death, as including two the 


greateſt Crimes; Tmpiety towards the God; 
end a ſubverſion of the ſtron gelt PR ation {or 
ei. between men. 9 
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5 Aﬀertion; and Puffendorf expteſly ſays, 
. | Ty ramp 1125 RELi w 0 IR. 
15 tur . Sanderſon more fully, Nod autem (Ju- 
err i ramentum) ft. attus 4 Be -- conftat primo 
the WY. ex autheritate Scripture, Deut, vi. 13. ubi 
ed: Mo ofes ita fopulum. oquitur, Dominum Deum 
pu- 90 timebis, & ph ſervies, & per nomen 
2 b s jurabis. Ex quo laco concludunt 20 ore 
"ent Sholaft aftici, juramentum eſſe aFum cultũs (ut 
but illi vocant ) Latriæ, i. e. cults ſacri oli Deo 
e 4:biti- Conftat ſecundo ex Consexsu  OM- 
dil. IVM PoruLoRUM, atud quos, el, iu na- 
ting ture lumine ducerentur, ſanctiſſima ſemper eſt 
ar bobita JuRAMENTI REI 16103 u/q on adeò ut 
be ½% ſanctitatis, Religionis, aliaque hi s cognata . Y 
Ver vocabula apud rerum Gentilium Scripfores vi 
m. 1d alid in re frequentius uſurpata RP 
ent quam in hc ers Furamentorum: Et 


fplurima iþfis alia ſacra haberentur, Jurij ery 
do tamen ſoli, non-alid de causd quam quod in- 
ter tot ſacra ſacerrimum quodammodo effet, pe- 
culiari guodam Jure SACRAMENTI nomen re- 
manfit. —— Conſtat tertid-ex evidentiſimd ra- 
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